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Article Summary and Reflection on the Article About Judicial Waiver
The article "Trends of the Time: An Examination of Judicial Waiver in one State" authored by Alison Burke and published in September 2015 compares and contrasts how girls and boys who have been involved in criminal acts were judicially waived to adult court in between 1994 and 2000. According to Burke (2015), data from this period shows that there may be other factors that influence judicial decision making regarding  juvenile transfer. Among the key factors, Burke highlights in the article that she believes influences the judicial decision making include current offense, prior record, and amenability to treatment. However, she has also noted that gender may be playing a key role in the judicial decision making regarding juvenile transfer from the juvenile courts to adult court. 

According to Burke (2015), judges apply the waiver decisions in a discriminatory and arbitrary manner. While discussing the influence of the variables on judicial decisions, Burke (2015) noted that some decisions are based on the legal factors while others are just driven by what she describes as “extralegal factors” (p. 822). The extra-legal factors include race, gender, age, and other demographic variables. Other extra-legal factors that the author noted in her study include enrolment in school. As a result, the courts are not doing what was intended when the juvenile courts were established. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]As Hannan (2014) further explains the juvenile system has changed significantly in the past decades. However, these reforms have not impacted the judicial system in a better way, but rather it has created a new outlook on the juvenile justice system. According to Hannan (2014), the juvenile system has adopted policies of retribution and punishment instead of the initially intended aim of rehabilitation. As Burke (2015) explains, with the changes and a new mechanism of deciding who to transfer from the juvenile courts to adult court, gender and race research shows that girls and the minority groups are the most affected by these reforms. Based on the case study of Arizona juvenile transfer of juveniles to adult court, Burke noted that the extra-legal factors might have affected the sentence outcomes in many incidences. In her study, she noted that out of these changes, the two genders might be subjected to different punishments for the same offense (Burke, 2015). She found that a greater number of girls were transferred for non-violent crimes as opposed to violent crimes.
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